FOLK-LORE OF CHILDREN'S GAMES.
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pack away these abandoned games in
one of oblivion' dark corners, where
no children will ever think to look [or
them, and where only an occasional
student of folk-lore will have the hardi-
hoad ta bring them to light.

I'he regret with which most parents
regard this gradual but inevitable
change in children's plays comes,
probably, largely from the tenacity
with which most grown persons cling
1o the memories of their own child-
hood 3 but that the games form an im-
portant branch af folk -lore, to which
their loss will be a serious one, is not
generally realized,

The grown people who hear their
children glibly * counting out : &

' Tntery, minlgry, cutery com,

Apple sewd wnal brier thorm,
Wire, brler, limber bock,
Five mice in a flock,
Catel him, Jack,
Hold him, Tom,
Hlow the bellows,
O man o,

or chanting the dolorons history of the
unfortunate Miss Jennie O Jones:

# 1've come to see Miss Jeonie O Jones,
Miss lennig | F.|-|.'I--\-, Mlss .[1'I'I|:I'|I' i F.l- Hice,

Ll AL LA d Y Af N apErE -

T"we coitie bo w=e M58 _||."I||i'-" UIJU”'-Sl
And how is she to-day ¢ "

think as lttle as the children that
these are the connecting threads to no
one knowe what lstorical or legendary
or romantic lore of past ages, kEven
that simplest, and apparently silliest, of
baby games, * Ring a round a rosy,” is
undoubtedly a survival of the old joy
ous May-dances, when all the world,
not so dignified then as now, danced
and sung around the May-pole or rose-
tree, through whose French equivalent
— rosier—comes the word used by the
children of to-day.

The origin of these games s widely
varied, but the song-words or formu-
las, when there are any, can almost al-
ways be traced to grown peaple, The
games which our children are now dis-
carding as too childish, were played,
many of them, by Queen Elizabeth's
maids of honor, Some are [ragments
of old ballads, dramatized ; many are
survivals of religious costoms, and
atill others preserve primitive custioms
which have now died out.

For instance, the rude and romping

game :

" figrn eoma thies ducks s-rovieg.™
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LCarried down omilly from generating
i rEnsretion, and |
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recognizihle corruption by the well-
known conservatism of ch ilren, whi
object o the altération of a
word i a familiar rhyme o story,
s of these games are as old as
Virgil, and as widely differentinted
ns speech itself,  Similar versions of
the same rhyme or game appeqr g all
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the Continenta Fromsairt

speaks of paetiking in the

* Clameeks that children eviry o o
Live till twelve vewrs olif are done

abed fndlows with a list of pastimes, of
which fully onebalfl are plaved withou
substantiol alterntion by children o
ilav

Who bas not seen them playing that
most anclest and popolar of pames,
& Londion ]|Tu||_;' is :'.IH.iIL. down,” with
oiit thought of its | fendary diginfiea-
tion ¥ Even the refram, * Dance o'or
my Lady Lee™ (in some parta of the
country altered 1o " mie rrily ™, hints
ot an old English legend—the huilding
il thi body of an ofender into thi
fotindiation of a bridge, of which a
nehileman  named ;
WMayor-of 4 country town, was one
accised  As for the play itself, it is o
representatign of the strife between
wpels ane deRils for 1he pas=ing sl
as It orosses® the bridee between this
worlidl and the pext (Familiarized in
[ty as the * Bripe o' Diregd ™, &iini
bolized in the *tug of war " with which
the yume conclndes,  The two keepers
of the bridge, who catch one of the

|.|.'|l_:|. of |t i
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passing train of children and [with us)
command them to choose between "4
ol anpet ' and something » Ise, or b
tween phim-cake and mince-pie, are it
Germany  called the Angel " aml
o e Devil ™ and i [aly, * 8t Peter &
amd &t Paul” Here the pame 1%
called #Open the Gates "—of the In-
ferno and of Parndise—while in France
it i ¥ Heaven and Hell.”

This game was familiar to Rabelais,
and, doubtless, reaches much farther
hack fnto antigquity. It might well be
i fragment of an old miracle play, The
Florentine boys of the fourteenth cen-
tury wonld ask the captive wlether he
chose ta be #Guell or Ghibelling ™
Medipyal tradition, as preserved 0
numerous legends, represents the new-
ly busilt bridge as a special subject ol
interference or destenction by the devs
il, o, in some cases, of the * 0ix = or
gpleit of the stream it eTosses, He is
finally bonght off by the prosmise that
the Brst livi i creature passing aver

TEpld T e
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1 - 1 9 [
iis, and the child

well hnve

the bridge shall
captured i this gume My
repeesenied the sacrifice.

The same kdea of ihe striuggie for
gonls between  good and evil powers
anneaes faintly in the exciting drania,
w0l Witch,”™ which is still |I'.I.'|-.'l.| I
frant of % stoops " and alley-ways which
afford o hiding=place for the old witcl =
stolen children.  This g
the most interesting, hecause one of the
oldest and most widely diffused m dil-
ferent countries, kuown o fre,
The wicked old witch 1= [lL-l'Ill"-IIi'.
represented as limpiog (as m the {amml
jar gume, O Mother Tipsy-Tocs ™),
a% that 1& considersd o demonaeal
charactenstic,  France il
gume colled ® The Limping Dhevil,”
(hnte o starthng change of theory ap-
pears, howevet, n a CGerman
which 15 played i exactly the s
bt 1= called ¥ Getting Angels,” and
witch apptars as *Maria, Mother of
Gogd 1™
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T'he st ronk of tradition 15 respon-
sible for the game, familiar in its many
varistions, of the poor widow with
daughters to marry, or the ¢ld woman
with children to give away, who parts
with them, o i, BE N

£ 1y
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Iv half-Tor-
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ively American ®rng ™ game, prlayed
among the children, 1= the well knowi
# March 1o Quebee,” prebably an echo
of Revolutionary times :

A eurious instnnce of the presumabiy
pnaympatheic attitude of the Duotel
descended popolation of New York
powand the Revelutionary patriots, aj
pears in il sarcastic verse which was
sing pmong theoy, whether separsiely

v Diep tha Haradksrchm|

when the Edoapping of white T aign-
ery formed the foundation tor many a
PN E

The reliFions sarvival again appeass
tliae and slightly sulgar game
4 Rotten Egg," (6 which that
lee 15 .|,!_:|||i|_-.| to the
hald  on the twn
« wwinging him back anil
forth in o “basket” formed of thelr
nterlaced hands,  This was once an
ikt of the scales of =i, :'i[il.h-ill‘l.,
in which the sovul was weirhed to deter-
ming its waorth,
eternal diestin uninitinted,
anything but a spiritially gHppeslive
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nthers who

Fame
Notable, becanse the only approxi-
mately moders, and the only distisct-

or o connection with this gams, 13 not
clear, early in this century :

This, it is not dificult to see

fling at the o Continentals,” for the
wild haste and confusion with whi
they wete suppossl to retreat befo
ving Gearge's trongs.

ar, " which many little danghtersd
mothers are forbidden to play,
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changeably as cause andl effect Here
is the preservation of an old supersii-
ton, Cne its most Tamillar forms,
o teon Tap,” was onginally the only
form, anid came from the ancient Bt
that fron wis a sacred metal, and wlio-
evier Lov hed it was wafle from  evil
spirits. Thus the boy who to-day es
rapes from becoming “ it "—my Lerions
word 1=by tooching a hopse-hoe or
iron post, s the apotheosiz of the medi-
aval believer, whi, imagining himsell
pursied by the deeaded Fiend, bade
him defiance by ponching the charmed

1o

am aficient and honorabie order, but i
corruption of what must have been ai
ol Beallad :

WAl ke fide maidews ane rrapad o be seen

Another old hallad i probably incor-
poruted into the popular roumel e

Opan tha gls

i T
snablhery s mamifested in & magarim
of 1738, where the writer gravely men
tions this pmusement as = having been
dtered o Liter thmes amongst children
of iuality, bw tonching of gold insges
i o'

metal, A
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sl |
F Mary, O Mary, yomr troe k
The ki enils ol B I

hes
15 ahrilly chanted by the children of
it back strests and sTums, is neither

vl
AT

tfrer dieciding on the gif, the qoes-

Linm q.'ll|l|r'-»||||

Wi shall se sl it Dy Ry the king

ot
hier b ibo Mlg-whitbe

ey mver the waled.

Ciarbled] and imperfect as thas is,
writer on folk-lore, Mr, W. W, Newell
seps im0t traces of apcient o
sibly the last e lio of the medineys
in which an tmprisoned knight s =
from approaching deit [
ter of the king orsoldan who keeps him
ment."”

I mish town, a genet
when a young giel died, hes
carried to the chuech by mademswbe
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i paden Bidge b hileg domn

acted as pall-beirers.  When the relij- Farolder than Rabelaisand Frolssart,
jois ceremony was over and the col both of whem mention i, the fabwliar

fin depnsited in the earth, all the yvoang  and pretty roond,
sirls, holding in one hand the 1 ¥
1|||||| returned to the ||.|||I.- fantingg ' Duts, peas harley

a cierons refrain called the ® Maiden's
[Manc his gives an explanation of
the pussible histore foundation for the
bl ceremonies which play an impor-
tant part in that dismal favorile smong
somg-games, “ Miss _|'1-||| s (¥ Jones.

Ihe children dance, singing ,-I-F-'ILII-.][|-'.
STAYE, "|||.|I|r the apple-tree '™ where
Miss sgmed in * white, that’
for angels,

, o pbesly ki
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Phoenle, S Whistle, whistle,"” s acor-
ruption of a filteenth LUEY I
which makes merry at the expens
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o then of a cow, |
ly; and suceessfully, of & man, ln1he
child’s gnme, the danghter, after having
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the first two inducements alered her in

vain, ig told,

liter, whistle
grve s o man |

und the reply, ace ampanied by @ shrill
whistle, 15,

# Mather, niw 1ean '

The pleasing terroes of

Maskne, M
Haow mi

have made it a favorite with others be-
cides children, The mands and men of
[lizabeth's court, who would pertainly
appeat 1o have beena jolly set of young
prople, delighted in it upder the name
of ¥ Rarley Dreak,” which, from the de-
scription, must have been played ag i
kissing=game. A sugpestion that, like
# Londan Beidee,” it alsohinged on the
aver-interesting struggle of devils toob-
tain possession of humun sotls, s con-
tained in Sidney’s “Arcadia.” Here the

Lige
central spLce, 1= now plaved, the
ol pray witch” wa
fugitive from one goul to the other, 1
-\.IIIIL;I n of 25" hel s gl aptives in
turn becodie captors ol those who Tun
by, * that they, as well as they, Hell may
supply.

An old-time rownd g
dom played, which un
nated from il
twelith century, is * King Arthur was
King William' ' 1t s g kiss
aiie, is B eslt d by the Tollowing po
tion of the refrain which i sung by the

Where,

t% 10 eatch the

e now but sel
hitely O

children

S i om the g
Asthe g
Salijhir ¥
Anil risn again

This iz necessanly, bot little mote
than o referénce to perhaps the best-
knowi, and most generally played, of
the hundred or mere children's pames
of ancient and his ortgin that
were as Tamiliar as hoosshobl
swords almost the world over 1o young
and old alike, bt are now but setdon
o, amil nlmuost utterly onknown to
rge majority of children, und hay
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= Ol i, boan

geil parlep primi
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been forpotten forever by many of their
elilers,

Some very modern writers on chil-
dren's games bave thonght G 1o jubi
lnte oyt the decadence ol thase old-time
plays—speaking of them, dinilitless, un
thinkingly, as common, rude, silly, and
boorish.  But there pre still left a fow
wlid-fashioned i||,'|||I||_' whir do not alto

OF CHILDEEN'S

(rAMES,

o e hi i itk tha
gether agree on this suliject with the
very moder writers on children, and
whao gtill hald 1o th jel that child
hood, ns well as folk-fore, will lose sime-
thing when nobody g ] the
mulberry-hush,” when there s ol el
a “rose in the garden for you, vo

25 % rol

" and when ¥ London Bridge "

tmbled down Gnce and forever,
£, Leslie frnllnms,

Balwtn ywur bnde and hms Ger owest

DESERTED.

Lonely the vine yet stays,

’]_‘ HE fowers are gone with Autumn's call,
S

n summer green bigh on the wal
To cheer bleak winter Jdays

redrge  Lrefoentibiier,
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